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"Do not place an obstacle before the blind"
79:1% RPN
- Rabbi Meir Schweiger

1) Sifra (Kedoshim, Parsha 2)

“Do not place an obstacle before the blind” -
before one who is blind in the matter. If one
comes to you for advice, don’t give him advice
which is inappropriate. Don’t say to him: “Go
out early in the morning”, in order that robbers
should cut him down. Or “go out in the
afternoon”, in order that he faint from heat
exhaustion. Don't say to him: "Sell your field
and buy a mule" — and then you circumvent
him and take it from him. Perhaps you will say:
“I gave him good advice”! Behold, the matter
is given over to the heart, as it is said “And you
should fear your G-d, I am YHWH”.
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2) Moed Kattan (5a)

Graves must be marked off. R. Shimon b. Pazi
said: From where in the Torah do we have a
hint that graves need to be marked off?
....Abaye said: From the verse "Do not place an
obstacle..."
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3) Kiddushin (32a)

...Rav Huna tore silk garments in the presence
of Rabbah, his son. He said: "Let me sce if he
will boil [in rage] or not". But perhaps he will
boil, and Rav Huna will thereby be violating
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"Do not place an obstacle?!! He [Rav Huna] P
was willing to forgo his honor.
4) Ibid (17a) (row) @
... The maid of R. Yehuda HaNasi saw a man | 9337 X933 X373% 3°0°10 °27 37 XDANRT...
that was smacking his adult son. She said: | gq93 X197 "5 9k 997 1125 oA

"May that man be excommunicated since he is
violating "Do not place an obstacle", as the
Rabbis taught (in a baraita): "Do not place an
obstacle" — the text refers to one who hits his
adult son."

Rashi (loc. cit) — Since he is an adult, perhaps
he will kick his father, and hence the father is
creating an obstacle before him.

INNR? MY 1" DWwn NavpT LRNDwa
- "Hwon 1NN XY W 17" RInT L "won
21277 23007 9173 1125 1om2

07 - (M2y KXpPT AT "wn aw) e
WPR Y MM LN LYAN RAW LRNT D177
Rirli7iata)

5) Masechet Semachot (2:5)

Furthermore, there was once a child from Bnei
Brak who broke a jug. When his father pointed
to him with his ear, he became afraid of him,
went away and committed suicide in a pit.
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Based on this, the Rabbis said: One should
never point to a child with his ear. Rather, one
should either hit him immediately or be silent
and not say anything.

Torah Temimah (Kedoshim) — We need to be
concerned, that out of fear, the child will
commit suicide.
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6) Bava Metzia (75b)

Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: Anyone
who has money and lends it without witnesses
transgresses the verse “And you shall not place
an obstacle before the blind”.

Rashi (loc cit) - because it enters the mind of
the borrower to deny.
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7) Avodah Zara (6a)

Was it not taught in a baraita, R. Natan said:
(6b) From where do we know that one should
not hand over a cup of wine to a nazir or a limb
from a living animal to a non-Jew? Because it
is written “Do not place an obstacle before one
who is blind”. Behold in this situation, were
you not to give it to him, he would take it, and
yet you are still considered to be transgressing
the verse?! We are discussing a situation where
they are standing on opposite sides of the river.
[This can be seen] also in the exact language of
the baraita, for it is taught: "Do not extend to
him" rather than "Do not give".

Tosafot (loc cit) — The law applies to other
prohibitions as well. But the reason they taught
the example of the nazir is that it can be
assumed that he is interested in drinking the
wine and perhaps forgot his vow in a context
where everyone is drinking. But were a Jew to
ask that we hand him some non-kosher meat,
we would not suspect him [of wanting to eat it]
and thereby refrain from handing it to him.
However, where it is known that he wants to
eat it, it is forbidden to give it to him...Hence it
is forbidden to hand over prohibited foods to a
Jewish apostate, even where it is his own,
because it is known that he will eat it....And
this is speaking in a situation where the food is
inaccessible if he does not hand it to him.....
Ritva (loc cit) - and thus is the law. However,
with regard the violation of "do not place an
obstacle", wherever he asks for something in a
general way...if he can commit the sin without
our assistance — there is no violation of "do not
place..". But, nevertheless, if he asks us
explicitly to help him sin, although there is no
violation of “placing an obstacle”, it is not
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permitted to do so because we are “assisting a
transgressor”’, whether by enabling him to
commit a sin or increase its
scope...Furthermore we are actually obligated
to protest his behavior because all Jews are
responsible for each other....
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8) Chullin (7b)

R. Pinchas ben Yair went up through the entrance of
R. Yehudah HaNasi’s house where there were wild
asses standing. He said: “The Angel of Death
resides in this house, and I am going to dine with
him”?! R. Yehudah Hanassi heard, went out and
said: “I will sell them”. Replied R. Pinchas: “Do not
place an obstacle before the blind".
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9) Rambam - Laws of Murder and Preservation
of Life, Ch. 12

12 - It is forbidden to sell weapons of warfare to
idolators, and we do not sharpen their instruments.
One should not sell them knives, collars, stockades,
metal cuffs, metal chains, bears, lions, or any object
that can cause harm to the public. But one can sell
them shields for defensive purposes.

13 - Just as it is prohibited to sell to idolators, so is
it prohibited to sell to Jews who sell to idolators. It
is permitted to sell weapons to armies that protect
Jewish citizens.

14 - Whatever is prohibited to be sold to idolators,
is prohibited to be sold to Jewish criminals because
in doing so one strengthens the hands of
trangressors and creates an obstacle for them.
Similarly, anyone who places an obstacle before
someone who is blind in a matter and offers him
inappropriate advice or one who strengthens
sinners, who are blind and do not see the true path
because of their desires — violates "do not place an
obstacle"....
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10) Shulkhan Arukh (Orach Chayim 169:2)

One should give food only to someone who he
knows will make a blessing. Rema — And there are
those who are lenient in a case of charity.
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11) Minchat Shlomo (Siman 35)

One should always assess his ways and direct his
actions for the sake of Heaven. It seems to me that
in a situation where one is hosting an important
guest, who is not observant but has a love for Torah
scholars and supports Torah institutions etc...Were
the host to act in an inappropriate manner and not
offer his guest something to eat or drink because of
the halacha that it is prohibited to give food to one
who will not make a blessing. Or furthermore, were
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the host to respectfully ask his guest to wash his
hands and make a blessing, and the guest would
take offense and see this as an insult to his dignity
and thus be very angered by such a move and
perhaps, as a result, even become alienated from
the Torah and become contemptuous of observant
Jews — in such a case, it would seem that it would
be proper to honor him with food and drink and not
be concerned about violating "do not place an
obstacle"....because, in fact, if you do not give him
to eat, you will cause an even greater obstacle, it
end up that there is no transgression because rather
than placing an obstacle you are in fact saving him
from a very great obstacle by [giving him food] and
doing a smaller obstacle.
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