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Isaac farmed in the area. That year, he reaped a
hundred times [as much as he sowed] for G-d
had blessed him. And the man grew richer and
richer until he was very wealthy. He had flocks of
sheep, herds of cattle, and a large retinue of
slaves. The Philistines became jealous of him.
They plugged up all the wells that his father’s
servants had dug while Abraham was still alive,
and they filled them with earth. Avimelech said to
Isaac, “Go away from us. You have become
much more powerful than we are.” Isaac left the
area and camped in the Gerar Valley, intending
to settle there. He redug the wells that had been
dug in the days of his father Abraham, which had
been plugged up by the Philistines after
Abraham’s death, He gave them the same names
that his father had given them. Isaac’s servants
then dug in the valley, and found a new well,
brimming over with fresh water. The shepherds of
Gerar disputed with Isaac’s shepherds, claiming
that the water was theirs. [Isaac] names the well
Challenge (Esek), because they had challenged
him. They dug another well, and it was also
disputed. [Isaac] named it Accusation (Sitnah).
He then moved away from there and dug another
well. This time it was not disputed, so he named it
Wide Spaces (Rechovot). “Now G-d will grant us
wide open spaces,” he said. “We can be fruitful in
the land.”
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Heketav Vehakabala Breishit 26:18

The naming of wells was similar to other
namings...for example, “And Abraham called
that place ‘G-d will see™...Since Abraham was
known for trying with all his ability to move the
masses from sin by teaching them about

G-d...he invented a wonderful ruse to draw
those in error under the wing of the Divine
Presence. Every well he named with a name
attesting to the  truth of G-d’s
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existence...Those coming to draw water got
used to using these names...and their heart
turned to truth...After [Abraham’s] death they
returned to their idol-worship and so that
people would forget these names...the wells
were filled...Isaac held on to the deeds of his
father Abraham and tried to dig the same
wells and to return their names so that the
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crown of true belief would be returned to its
place.
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R. Bachya Breishit 26:15

Isaac...called them according to the names his
father had given then, and did this in honor of his
father. And the Torah sees fit to mention it to
Isaac’s credit...and all the more so should a
regular person not change their father’s...ways,
practices, and ethics. And perhaps because of
this Isaac’s name (unlike the other forefathers’
names) was not changed, an example of
“‘measure for measure”...
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Ramban Breishit 26:20

There is a hidden matter involved here since
Scripture’s purpose is to make known a future
matter. A well of living waters alludes to the House
of G-d which the children of Isaac will build. This is
why Scripture mentions a well of living waters,
even as it says, A fountain of living waters, the
Eternal (Yirmeyahu 17:13). He called the first well
Esek (Contention), which is an allusion to the First
House, concerning which the nations contended
with us and instigated quarrels and wars with us
until they destroyed it. The second well he called
Sitnah (Enmity), a name harsher than the first. This
alludes to the Second House, which has indeed
been referred to by this very name. In the
beginning of his reign they wrote sitnah against the
inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem (Ezra 4:6). And
during its entire existence they were a source of
enmity unto us until they destroyed it and drove us
from it into bitter exile. The third well he called
Rechovot (Spacious). This is a reference to the
Future House, which will be speedily built in our
days, and it will be done without quarrel and feud,
and G-d will enlarge our borders, even as it says,
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And if the eternal your G-d enlarges your border,
as He has sworn (Devarim 19:8) which refers to the
future. And concerning the Third House of the
future it is written Broader and winding about
higher and higher (Yechezkel 41:7).
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Rashi Breishit 25:19

...The cynics of that time said, “Sarah
became pregnant from Avimelech. See how
many years she lived with Abraham without
becoming pregnant.” What did the Holy One
Blessed Be He do? He shaped Isaac’s facial
features exactly similar to those of Abraham
so that everybody had to admit the Abraham
begot Isaac.
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Yehuda Amichai - Jerusalem is a place where all remember

Jerusalem is a place where all remember
That they have forgotten something
But they don’t remember what.

And for the sake of this remembering
| wear my father’s face on mine.

That is the city where the containers of my dreams
Fill up as with ocean divers’ oxygen.

Its holiness
Turns sometimes into love.

And questions which are asked

Among these hills have remained unchanging:
Have you seen my flock? Have you

Seen my shepherd?

And the door of my house is open
Like a tomb
Out of which somebody is resurrected.
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