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Transforming Purim into a meaningful Jewish experience
- Rabbi Meir Schweiger

1) Megillat Esther — Chapter 9

(15) And the Jews in Shushan gathered together
also on the 14" of Adar and killed 300 people
there. But they did not take any of the spoils. (16)
And all the other Jews in the provinces of the king
who gathered, stood up to protect their lives, and
rested from their enemies — killed 75,000 of their
enemy. But they did not take any of the spoils. (17)
This happened on the 13" of Adar. They rested on
the 14™ and made it a day of drinking and rejoicing.
(18) As for the Jews in Shushan — they gathered on
the 13" and 14" of Adar. And they rested on the
15™ and made it a day of drinking and rejoicing.
(19) Hence the Jews in the unwalled cities celebrate
the 14" and 15" as days of rejoicing, drinking,
holydays, and send portions to their friends. (20)
And Mordechai recorded all these and sent out
scrolls to all the Jews, both near and far, in all the
provinces of King Ahasverosh. (21) That they take
upon themselves to celebrate the 14" and 15" days
of Adar every year. (22) To commemorate those
days that the Jews rested from their enemies and
the month which was transformed from sorrow to
joy, from mourning to holyday, to make them days
of drinking and rejoicing, and sending portions one
to another and gifts to the poor. (23) The Jews
accepted upon themselves that which they had
begun doing and that which Mordechai had
prescrfibed for them. (27) The Jews undertook and
irrevocably obligated themselves and their
descendants and all who might join them to observe
these two days in the manner prescribed and at the
proper time each year. (28) Consequently, these
days are remembered and observed in every
generation: by every family, every province, and
every city. And these days of Purim shall never
cease among the Jews, and the memory of them
shall never perish among their desecndants. (29)
Then Queen Esther ...wrote a second letter of
Purim for the purpose of confirming with full
authority the aforementioned one of Mordechai the
Jew.... (32) And Esther's ordinance validating
these observances of Purim was recorded in a
scroll.
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2) Maimonides, Laws of Megilla and Chanuka ,
Chapter 2

Halakha 15 — What is the obligation of this meal? That
one should eat meat and arrange a beautiful meal
according to his means, and one should drink wine until
he falls into a deep sleep. And one is also obligated to
send two portions of meat, or cooked dishes, or types of
foods to his friend, as it is written: "And sending
portions to one's friend" (Esther 9:22) — two portions to
one person. One who is generous in sending to his
friends is considered praiseworthy!

Halakha 16 - And one is obligated to distribute to the
poor on Purim day - to no fewer than two people. Each
one is given one gift e.g. money, or cooked foods, or
types of foods, as it is written: "Gifts to the poor" (Ibid)
— two gifts to two poor. And we are not exacting in the
Purim monies — rather, we give to anyone who sends
forth his hand to take. And we do not transfer the Purim
funds to another charity.

Halakha 17 - It is preferable for one to increase the
(amount of) gifts to the poor than to increase (the
amount spent) on the meal or on the portions that are
sent because there is no greater or splendid joy than to
bring happiness to the hearts of the poor and the orphans
and the widow and the strangers (converts). For one who
brings joy to these unfortunates is like the Divine
Presence, as it is written: "To revive the spirit of the
low, and to revive the hearts of the oppressed" (Isaiah
57:15).
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3) Shulkhan Arukh, Orach Chayim 694:2

And we do not transfer the Purim funds to another
charity. Rema: That is referring to the gabbaim,
but the poor person can do with the money
whatever he desires. Mishneh Berura (subscr. 9)
— Although the money was collected for the Purim
meal, the poor person has the right to discharge it
for his other needs.
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4) Deuteronomy — Chapter 16

(10) And you shall make a Shavuot festival to the Lord,
your God, according to the sufficiency of the free-willed
offering of your hand that you give, as the Lord, your
God blesses you.

(11) And you shall rejoice before the presence of the
Lord. your God, you, your son, your daughter, your
servant, and your maid, and the Levite that is within
your gates, and the stranger, the orphan and the widow
that are among you, in the place that the Lord, your God,
chooses to have His name dwell.

(12) And you shall remember that you were once a slave
in Egypt, and hence observe and do these statutes.

(13) The Festival of Sukkot you shall do to you for seven
days as you gather from your threshing floor and vat.
(14) And you shall rejoice on your festival — you, and
your son, and your daughter, and your servant, and your
maid, and the Levite, and the stranger, and the orphan,
and the widow, who are in your gates
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5) Maimonides — Laws of the Festivals

Ch. 6, Halakha 17 - The seven days of Pessach
and the eight days of Sukkot together with the other
festivals are prohibioted in fasting and eulogizing.
One is obligated to be joyous and good-hearted —
he, and his children, and his wife, and the members
of his household, and all those dependent upon
him, as it is written: "And you shall rejoice in your
festival etc" (Deuteronomy 16:14). Although
rejoicing in this context is referring to a peace
offering... there is within the context of this
rejoicing the obligation of each and everyone
rejoicing in a way fitting for him/her.

Halakha 18 - How is that? One gives nuts and
sweets to little ones, buys clothing and fine jewelry,
according to his means, for the women. The men
eat meat and drink wine for true joy is in eating
meat and drinking wine. But when he eats and
drinks, he is obligated to feed the stranger, the
orphan, and the widow together with all the other
unfortunate poor. However, one who shuts the
doors of his courtyard and together with the
members of his household, eats and drinks but does
not feed the poor — this is not called a mitzvah act
of rejoicing but rather the rejoicing of his
stomach....

Halakha 20 - When one eats and drinks and
rejoices during the festival, he should not be drawn
after the wine and levity and say that whoever
increases this practice is thereby increasing the
mitzvah of rejoicing, for excessive drinking and
levity is not an expression of rejoicing but of
revelry and foolishness. We are not commanded to
be debauche and foolish but to be joyous in a
manner that is service to the Creator....
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6) Megilla, Ch.1, Mishna 4

The only difference between [the observance of]
Adar | and Adar Il is the reading of the Megilla
and the gifts to the poor.
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7) (Gemara, ibid 4b)

Everyone agrees , however, that Megilla is not read
on Shabbat. What is the reason? Rabba says:
Everyone is obligated in Megilla reading, but not
everyone is knowlegdable. Hence the Rabbis
decreed not to read Megilla on Shabbat to prevent
one from carrying it in the public domain to
someone knowledgable and thereby violating
Shabbat...Rav Yosef says: Because the eyes of the
poor are raised up during Megilla reading.
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