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1) Bava Metzia (59a)

It was taught there in a Mishna: If he cut it [an oven]
into separate sections and placed sand between each cut
— R. Eliezer says that it is clean and the Sages say it is
unclean. (59b) and this is the oven of Achnai. What is
meant by the oven of Achnai? R. Yehudah said in the
name of Samuel: It means that they surrounded him
with arguments as this Achna snake and then declared
it unclean. It was taught: On that day R. Eliezer brought
every conceivable argument, but the Sages did not
accept his reasoning. He said to them: If the halacha is
like me — let this carob tree prove it! Thereupon the
carob tree was uprooted 100 cubits from its place;
others say — 400 cubits. They retorted to him: One
cannot bring proof from a carob! He responded and
said to them: If the halacha is like me — let the channel
of water prove it! Whereupon the channel of water
began flowing backwards. They retorted to him: One
cannot bring proof from a channel of water. He
responded and said to them: If the halacha is like me —
let the walls of the beit midrash prove it! The walls
inclined to fall, whereupon R. Yehoshua scolded them.
He said: If scholars are engaged in a halachic dispute —
why are you getting involved?! Hence they did not fall
— in honor of R. Yehoshua, but they did not resume
their upright position — in honor of R. Eliezer; and they
are still standing thus inclined! R. Eliezer responded
and said: If the halacha is like me — let the Heavens
prove it! Whereupon a Heavenly voice came out and
said: Why do you argue with R. Eliezer, insofar as the
halacha is like him in all matters! R. Yehoshua stood up
on his feet and said: "It is not in Heaven" (Deut. 30:12).
What did he mean by this? R. Yirmiyah said: The
Torah has already been given at Sinai and hence we do
not pay attention to a Heavenly voice because You
have already written in the Torah at Mt. Sinai: "You
must go after the majority" (Exodus 23:2). R. Natan
met Elijah [the prophet] and asked him: What is G-d
doing at this moment? Elijah responded: He is laughing
and saying "My children have defeated me, My
children have defeated me"! On that day, they brought
all of the objects that R. Eliezer had declared ritually
clean and burned them. Afterwards they convened and
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excommunicated him. Then they asked: Who will go to
inform him? R. Akiba said: I will go —lest someone
who is unfit will inform him and thereby destroy the
whole world. What did R. Akiba do? He wore black
garments, wrapped himself in black and sat before R.
Eliezer at a distance of 4 cubits. R. Eliezer asked him:
Akiba, why is today different from yesterday? He
replied: My Rabbi, it seems to me that your peers have
separated from you. At which point, he, too, tore his
clothes, removed his shoes, and said down on the
ground. Tears streamed from his eyes, and the world
was smitten — a third in olives, a third in wheat, and a
third in barley. And some say — even the dough in a
woman's hand soured. It was taught: Great was the
calamity that occurred on that day, that whatever R.
Eliezer set his eyes upon was burned. Rabban Gamliel,
too, was coming on a ship, when a huge wave arose
upon him to drown him. And he said: It seems to me
that that is happening on account of R. Eliezer b.
Hyrcanus. Then he stood on his foot and said: Master
of the Universe, it is known to You that I did not do
this for my honor, nor for the honor of my father's
house, but for Your honor — so that disputes would not
multiply in Israel. At that — the raging sea subsided.
Ima Shalom, the wife of R. Eliezer, was also the sister
of Rabban Gamliel. From the time of this incident, she
would not let R. Eliezer fall on his face [in
supplication]. Now a certain day happened to be the
New Moon and she mistook a full month for a
defective one. Others say: That a poor man came and
stood at the door and she took out some bread to him.
[On her return] she found that R. Eliezer had fallen on
his face. She said to him: Arise, you have killed my
brother. In the meantime, an announcement went out
from the house of Rabban Gamliel that he had died. R.
Eliezer asked her: How did you know? She replied: 1
have a tradition from my father's house that all the
gates are locked except for the gates of hurt feelings.
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2) Sukkah (28a) — It was taught in a baraita: There
was once a time when R. Eliezer spent shabbat in the
Upper Galilee, and the students asked him 30 laws
regarding sukkah. With respect to 12 of them he said: 1
heard the law; in terms of the other 18, he said; I did
not hear. R. Yose the son of R. Yehuda said: It was the
reverse - 18 he heard, 12 he did not hear. The students
replied: Are all your words based on "hearing" (e.g. an
oral tradition)? He replied back: You are forcing me to
say something now which I never heard from my
teachers: Throughout my life, no one ever came earlier
than me to the beit midrash. I never slept in the beit
midrash, whether a nap or a deep sleep. I never left
anyone behind when I left the beit midrash. I never
engaged in idle conversation, and I never said anything
which I did not "hear" from my teacher.
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