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1) Genesis, Chapter 31

(20) And Jacob stole the heart of Lavan, the Aramean, by
not telling him that he was fleeing.....(26) And Lavan said
to Jacob: What did you do?! You stole my heart and led my
daughters away as captives taken by the sword. (27) Why
did you hide [from me] to flee and thus steal me; and you
did not tell me [that you were going] — I would have sent
you away with song and rejoicing, with a drum and lyre.
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2) Ibn Ezra — Shemot 20:12
Do not steal....This word also includes a situation of
someone who steals the heart of another, as Absalom did.
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3) Tosefta — Bava Kamma (Lieberman edition) 7:8 ?75 (3»72°9) X2 K22 - xnsown (3
There are seven types of thieves: The “first” (worst) is the nashn Lt

one who “steals the minds of people”- one who urges his
friend to be his guest but does not, in his heart, want to
invite him; one who excessively offers gifts to his friend,
knowing that the latter will not accept them; and one who
opens up barrels for another, that were sold to a
shopkeeper; and one who reduces the price of
measurements; one who lies about weights..... And we
furthermore ascribe to him that were he able to “steal the
mind of the One on High” — he would do it, for anyone who
deceives people is called a thief, as it is written: “And
Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel” (Il Samuel,
15:6).
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4) Mishna — Bava Metzia, Chapter 4

Mishna 10 — Just as there is wronging in buying and
selling, so is there wronging in words. One may not say to
him: “How much does this item cost? When he has no
intent to buy....

Mishna 11 - One may not mix together fruits with fruits,
even if both are new, and, it goes without saying, new with
old. In truth, with regard to wine, they permitted the mixing
of hard with soft because this improves it. The sediment of
wine may not be mixed with wine (from another barrel),
but he may give him its own sediment. If one’s wine is
mixed with water, he may not sell it in the store unless he
informs the buyer. Nor may he sell it to a merchant, even if
he informed him, since the merchant may be deceptive
about it. In a place where it is customary to dilute wine with
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water, they may do so.

Mishna 12 — A merchant may take from five granaries and
store it in one barn; he may take from five winepresses and
place it into one large barrel, provided that he does not
intend to mix. Rabbi Yehuda says: A shopkeeper may not
distribute parched corn or nuts to children because he
accustoms them to come to him; The Rabbis permit it. He
may not lower his prices; The Rabbis say: May he be
remembered favorably. He may not sift ground beans —
these are the words of Abba Shaul; the Rabbis permit it.
But they admit that he may not sift from the top of the bin,
since this is only to deceive the eye. One may not embellish
a person, an animal, or utensils.

Gemara (ibid — 60b) Shmuel permitted hanging fringes
upon a cloak [to make it appear thicker]. Rabbi Yehudah
permitted putting a shine on embroidered garments. Rabbah
permitted smoothing out [by beating] rough garments of
hemp. Rava permitted painting [designs on] arrows. Rabbi
Papa bar Shmuel permitted painting baskets. But we
learned in the Mishnah: “One may not touch up the
appearance of human beings, animals, or utensils”! There is
no contradiction—one tradition [the case in the Gemara] is
dealing with new items, the other tradition [the case in the
Mishnah] is dealing with old items.
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5) Tosefta — ibid, Chapter 3

27 - ....The shopkeeper should not sprinkle wine and oil in
his store because he deceives people....

28 — One may place a kav of chomton (sandy soil) in a koor
of produce, and he need not be concerned. Householders
may place as much as is needed; shopkeepers may tie up a
bundle and place it on the top of the bin.

29 — One may not mark an animal, nor inflate its innards.
And one may not place meat in water.
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6) Hullin (94a) (.72) T (6
...Samuel said: It is forbidden to deceive people, even | n¥7 2% TMOX  OXINAW  INN...

idolators. This view of Samuel was not expressly stated, but
was inferred from the following incident. Samuel was once
crossing on a ferry, and he said to his servant: Reward the
ferryman. He rewarded him, but Samuel became angry.
Why was he angry? Abaye said: Because he [the attendant]
had a trefah hen, and he gave it to the ferryman under the
pretense of one that was ritually slaughtered [kosher]. Rava
said: Because Samuel told the attendant to give him anpaka
[strong, undiluted wine], and he gave him diluted wine
instead....It was taught in a baraita: Rabbi Meir used to say
A man should not urge his friend to dine with him, knowing
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that he will refuse; and he should not offer him many gifts,
knowing that he will not accept them; and he should not
open up [for a guest] barrels of wine that are sold to the
shopkeeper unless he informed him [the guest]. And he
should not invite him to anoint himself with oil if the jar is
empty. If, however, his intent is to show the guest respect-it
is permitted. But is this so?!! For Ulla once came to Rav
Yehudah’s house and the latter opened up for him casks
that were sold to the shopkeeper! He must have informed
him. Alternatively, the case of Ulla is different, for he was
so dear to Rav Yehudah that he would have opened up
casks for him in any event. The Rabbis taught: One should
not go to the house of a mourner with a bottle in which the
wine shakes about; neither should he fill it with water
because he thereby deceives him. If, however, there is a
large assembly present, it is permitted. The Rabbis taught:
One should not sell his friend shoes made of the hide of an
animal that died, representing them as made of the hide of a
living animal that was slaughtered, for two reasons: 1) be-
cause he is deceiving him, 2) because of the danger. One
should not send his friend a barrel of wine with oil floating
at the mouth of it. It once happened that a man sent his
friend a barrel of wine and there was oil floating at the
mouth of the barrel. He invited some guests to partake of it.
When they came and he found that it, in fact, it was wine —
he hanged himself....(94b)....Mar Zutra, the son of Rav
Nahman, was going from Sikara to Mahoza, while Rava
and Rav Safra were going to Sikara. They met each other.
Thinking that they had come to meet him, he said: Why did
the Rabbis trouble themselves to come so far [to meet me]?
Rav Safra replied: We did not know that the Master was
coming; but had we known, we would have troubled
ourselves even more. Rava said to him: Why did you speak
thus to him — you have upset him?!! He replied: But we
would be deceiving him otherwise. No, he replied, he
would be deceiving himself.
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7) Jerusalem Talmud — Makkot (2:6)

Abaye said: A scholar must clarify his credentials. If an
individual is knowledgeable in one tractate, and he goes to
a place in which people want to honor him because they
think he knows two tractates, he is required to correct their
false impression and tell them: I know only one tractate.
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8) Bava Batra (88a)

A wholesaler must clean his measures once every 30 days;
a householder [who sells his own produce] — once every 12
months. Rabban Shimon b. Gamliel says: It is the reverse.
A shopkeeper must clean his measures twice a week, wipe
his weights once a week, and clean his scales after each
weighing. Rabban Shimon b. Gamliel said: These laws
apply only to moist commodities, but in the case of dry
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products — there is no need.... (89a)....The Rabbis taught:
From where do we know that the measures may not be
leveled in a place where the practice is to heap it up? It is
stated: “A complete measure” (Deuteronomy 25:15). And
from where do we know that we are not to listen to one
who says: I will level where it is the practice to heap and
reduce the price, or I will heap in a place where the practice
is to level and raise the price? It is stated: “A complete and
just measure you shall have” (Deuteronomy 25:15).
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9) Maimonides

Laws of Attributes (2:6)

It is forbidden for someone to conduct himself with
“smooth” and seductive speech. There should not be a
discrepancy between one’s heart and mouth. Rather his
inside should correlate to his outside, so that what is in his
heart should be the same as that which is in his mouth. It is
forbidden to deceive people, even gentiles. For example,
one should not sell to a gentile meat or shoes from a dead
animal instead of meat or shoes from a ritually slaughtered
animal; nor should one urge his friend to dine with him,
knowing that we will refuse; nor increase gifts to him,
knowing that he will not accept; nor open barrels of wine
for him, which he needs to open to sell, in order to flatter
the latter, that he did so for in his honor. And even one
word of flattery or deceit is forbidden. Rather one should
have true speech, upright spirit and a pure heart.

Laws of Sales (18:1)

It is forbidden to cheat people in business transactions or to
deceive them. In this matter, the law is the same towards
Jews and Gentiles. If a seller knows that his product is
defective, he must inform the buyer. Even deception in
words is prohibited.
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10) Shulkhan Arukh — Choshen Mishpat (228:6)

It is forbidden to cheat people in business transactions or to
deceive them. For example, if one is selling a defective
product, he needs to inform the buyer. Even if he is a
gentile, one should not sell him a carcass in lieu of kosher
meat. And it is even prohibited to deceive people with
words, where he pretends to be doing something for the
latter’s sake. For example, one should not urge his friend to
dine with him, knowing that he will refuse...... But if it is
something that the recipient should have realized is not
being done for his sake, but he fools himself into thinking
otherwise, for example, where one meets his friend on the
road and the latter thinks that he intended to honor him by
coming out to greet him — one does not need to correct the
misimpression.
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11) Bach (ibid)

That implies that only pleading excessively is prohibited.
But asking once or twice, out of respect, is not forbidden.
And so are we accustomed to do.
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