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The Imperative to Rebuke: A Call to Dialogue
Leviticus 19:17 :0> X999
Rabbi Meir Schweiger

1) Leviticus 19:17
Do not hate your brother in your heart. You shall
surely rebuke him and not bear sin on his behalf.
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2) Proverbs 3:12
He whom YHWH loves He rebukes, even as a
father [rebukes] the son in whom he delights.
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3) Maimonides (Sefer HaMitzvot, pos.205)

He has commanded us to rebuke the sinner [or
one who intends to sin] and forestall him by way
of verbal rebuke. It is not right that one say: Since
I am not going to sin, it is not my business if
another sins. He will be tried by G-d. This is the
opposite of the Torah. Rather we are commanded
neither to sin nor to allow other compatriots to
disobey. If he attempts to disobey, we are
obligated to rebuke him and return him...
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4) Arachin (16b)

From where do we derive that if one sees some-
thing obscene in his friend that he is obligated to
rebuke him? It is written “You shall surely
rebuke” If he rebuked and it was not accepted,
how do we know that he should continue
rebuking? It is written “rebuke”- nonetheless. I
might think even if his face changed color? Hence
it is written “And do not bear sin on his behalf”. It
was taught in a baraita - R. Tarfon said: I wonder
if there is anyone in this generation who can
accept rebuke... R. Elazar b. Azariah said: I
wonder if there is anyone in this generation who
knows how to give rebuke. R. Yohanan b. Nuri
said: May Heaven and Earth bear witness how
many times R. Akiva was smitten by me, as I
complained about him before R. Gamliel, and it
increased his love towards me as it is written: "Do
not rebuke the scoffer lest he hate you; rebuke the
wise and he will love you”! (Proverbs 9:8) A
question was posed to R. Yehuda the son of R.
Simon: Rebuking for its sake and humility not for
its sake, which is to be preferred? He replied: Do
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you not admit that humility is greater [Rashi:
Humility not for its sake is where one abstains
from rebuking so that he will not be hated]...Up to
what point does one rebuke? Rav said: Until he is
struck. Samuel said: Until he is cursed. R. Yocha-
nan said: Until he is scorned.
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5) Yevamot (65b)

R. Ilai said in the name of R. Eliezer b. Shimon:
Just as it is a mitzvah for a man to say that which
will be accepted, so is it a mitzvah for a man not
to say that which will not be accepted. R. Abba
said: It is obligatory [not to say], as it is said: “Do
not rebuke a scorner lest he hate you; rebuke a
wise person and he will love you” (Proverbs 9:8)
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6) Maimonides - Hilchot Deot, Chapter 6 Law 7 - If one
sees his friend sinning or going on a path that is
not good, it is a mitzva to restore him to the good
and to inform him that he is sinning against
himself by his evil deeds.One who rebukes his
friend, whether regarding interpersonal matters or
matters related to G-d, should rebuke him
privately. He should address him calmly and
softly and inform him that he is telling him these
things for his own well-being. If he accepted-
good; if not, he should rebuke him a second and
third time. And he should continue to rebuke until
the sinner strikes him and says: I will not listen.
Whoever is able to protest and does not do so - is
“grabbed” by their sin since he could have
protested to them.

Law 8 - When one rebukes his fellow, he should
not speak harshly to him, at first, thereby shaming
him as it is written “You shall not bear a sin on
his account”... I might think that one should
rebuke until his face changes color? Therefore it
is written “You shall not bear a sin...” ..This
applies to matters of interpersonal relations.
However regarding “religious” obligations, if he
does not repent in private, he should be publicly
shamed...he should be cursed and disgraced until
he returns to the proper path just as all the
prophets did in Israel.
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7) Shabbat (54b)

Anyone who is able to protest the behavior of
members of his household and doesn’t -is grabbed
for [the sins] of his household. For the people of
his city-is grabbed for them. For the whole world-
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is grabbed for them. R. Pappa said: The
household of the exilarch is responsible for the
whole world... R. Zeira said to R. Simon: Why
don’t you rebuke the exilarch’s household. He
replied: They will not accept it from me.

7b) Nemukei Yosef (Yevamot 65b) — He [R.
Simon] did not rebuke them at all since he knew
that would not listen. But he should have rebuked
them at least once since they may have listened or,
at the least, to not allow them any excuse.
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8) Shabbat (ibid)

He said to him: Even if they don’t accept it, you
should rebuke them as R. Aha b. R. Chanina said:
God never sent out a good attribute that reverted
to bad except for this one instance as it is written:
“God said [to the angel Gavriel]: Pass through the
city, through Jerusalem, and place a mark on the
foreheads of those men who sigh and moan over
the all the abominations that are done in it”
(Ezekiel 9:4). God said to Gavriel: Go and mark
the foreheads of the righteous with an ink mark so
that that angels of destruction will not have power
over them, and the foreheads of the wicked with a
mark of blood so that the angels of destruction
have power over them. The attribute of justice
said to God: Master of the universe, how do the
former differ from the latter? He replied: These
are completely righteous and these are completely
evil. He said: They could have protested and did
not! He replied: It is clear to me that had they
protested, it would not have been accepted. He
said: Master of the world, though it is clear to
you, was it clear to them?!!
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9) Radvaz - Responsa HaChadashot 187

You asked my opinion concerning those who transgress brazenly and impudently,
who when we come to admonish them retort that they will apost- atize. Should we

rebuke them without misgiving?

Answer: All my life I have been grieved by this matter...Every day I pray that I should
not be the cause of misfortune...Nevertheless, I shall tell you my
opinion...We should not permit the trans- gression of some mitzvot in order
to prevent the transgression of all the elements of our Torah. Perhaps you
will ask: It is acceptable that we should not ourselves permit that which is
prohibited, but, perhaps, because of the consideration raised above, we
should not rebuke or protest against him? This is definitely wrong, as we are
all mutually responsible (areivim) ...Furthermore if we take this into
consideration, the Torah will be completely nullified, as it will become
known that because of this consideration we overlook the deeds of the
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wicked. Evildoers will continue to sin: theft, extortion, and adultery will
increase; and the Torah will exist only in remnants...The leader of the
generation should act moderately in these matters, as not all people are the
same...Everything depends on the estimation of the judge and the leader,
provided that all his actions be for the sake of heaven!

10) Sefer HaTanya - Ch. 32

The statement of the Gemara (Pesachim 113a) that it is a mitzvah to hate one who has
committed a sin...applies only to one who was his fellow in Torah and mitzvot and
has been rebuked...but nonetheless has not repented....But one who is not his fellow
and is not friendly with him, should be treated in accordance with the principle of
Hillel the Elder: Be a disciple of Aharon, loving peace, pursuing peace, loving the
creatures and bringing them closer to the Torah. This teaches us that even those who
are far from the service of G-d and His Torah, and are therefore referred to as mere
“creatures”, must be drawn with ropes of love, for perhaps they can be brought close
to Torah
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